Samaritan couple still critical after crash
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Those who know Daniel and Nichola Coe weren't shocked to learn the couple stopped to help a young accident victim.

What shook them was learning the Coes became accident victims themselves.

Both were listed in critical condition at Memorial University Medical Center on Monday after being injured Sunday in a car accident on Truman Parkway.

"It's so characteristic of the Coes to stop to help someone in need," said Mark McDonald, who works with Nichola Coe. "They have teenage boys."

Call goes out for help

Nichola Coe sustained numerous injuries, including broken ribs, legs and pelvis, punctured lungs and internal bleeding, said McDonald of the Historic Savannah Foundation, where she works as chief financial officer.

Daniel Coe, assistant executive director at the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport, sustained a critical head injury, McDonald said.

"Everyone is asking what they can do to help, and what we are suggesting is a donation of blood to the Savannah Community Blood Bank at Memorial," McDonald said.

"Nichola has received more than 20 units of whole blood and supplies are normally low during the holidays."

On Monday, family, friends and colleagues lined up to donate blood to the married couple. Out of 28 potential donors who registered, 23 were accepted.

"Everyone was talking about what good people they are," said Anita Daniel, licensed practical nurse with the blood bank. "They said he is just the ultimate Boy Scout - always helping people and that it's just like him to stop and help somebody in trouble."

Good act ends in tragedy

The Coes were struck in the emergency lane of the Truman Parkway near the DeLesseps Avenue exit at about 6 p.m. Sunday.

They had stopped to help Adam Doyle, 17, whose Acura RSX crashed into a guardrail near the DeLesseps Avenue exit. The Coes climbed out of their Ford Explorer and were approaching the wreckage when they were hit by an oncoming Saturn Vue driven by 87-year-old Daniel Fogarty.

"Just one person driving too fast was the spark that lit the fuse which led to this explosion," said Savannah-Chatham Police Chief Michael Berkow. "There's no malice - it's an accident. Yet that series of events will dramatically change the lives of these families forever. It's a horrible tragedy."

Doyle, a standout runner on the Benedictine Military School cross-country team, was cited for driving too fast for conditions. On one social networking Web site, Takkle.com, Doyle had posted a picture of the Acura he crashed Sunday night under the category "Auto Racing."

Fogarty was hospitalized and released. He is not facing any charges.

Neither could be reached by telephone on Monday.

An investigation of the accident by police is ongoing.

"Upon the completion of the investigation, the findings will be forwarded to the district attorney's office," said metro police spokesman Sgt. Mike Wilson.

A selfless act

Berkow, who was at the crash site Sunday night, praised the Coes' selfless decision to help Doyle and called the subsequent turn of events "senseless."

"The goodness in human nature is seen in their actions, and now in the outpouring support from family and friends," he said.

It's a quality familiar to the Coes' friends.

"It's just part of Dan Coe's nature to reach out to help," said Sylvester Formey, the vice chairman of the Savannah Airport Commission who works with Dan Coe at the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport.

"Not just because he is a trained first responder, but because he is that type of person."



YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

To donate blood to help Dan and Nichola Coe, as well as many others, visit the blood bank located near the main entrance of Memorial University Medical Center, 4700 Waters Ave.

The bank is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays and from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays.

Your Rating
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User Comments

Being a boyscout myself, I
Submitted by savannah citizen on Thu, 2007-12-13 00:09.

Being a boyscout myself, I do understand that Mr. Coe felt obligated to helping Mr. Doyle (also a boyscout) The Coes are truly the embodiment of what we as humans should aspire to be, that is selfless and courageous individuals who put others before themselves. 

However, I was previously responding to the fact that the actual person who hit the Coes, the car which physically hit them, was not referenced much at all in this article. There is no description or explanation as to how Mr. Forgarty's car made across the lanes and into the victims. There is no details of why Mr. Fogarty's car swerved out of the lane, or any back story of Mr. Fogarty's driving record. Regardless of what Mr. Doyle did, the fact remains that Mr. Fogarty swerved and collided with the Coes. Why is there no explanation as to how it happened?
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i agree with you on the fact
Submitted by medeski on Thu, 2007-12-13 12:37.

i agree with you on the fact that mr fogarty was not mentioned much in the report, and would also like details as to why my fogarty's car swerved and colided with the coes. i was refering to the comment about the "spark"
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RE: Strange
Submitted by medeski on Wed, 2007-12-12 23:27.

i for one know mr and mrs coe personaly. mr coe was one of my scout masters and was very involved with helping me get my eagle. as an eagle scout himself it was his nature to stop and help someone in need, he taught me, all 3 of his sons (who are all eagle scouts) and anyone else involved in the troop the same thing. if it werent for the young man crashing his car, the eagle scout in him wouldnt have caused him to stop and help in any way he could, so he wouldnt have been outside of his car in the first place, this is what the article is refering to when they say "spark". its hard to put into words how you feel when something like this happens so close to home, Dan Coe is a great man who always put others before himself, for this great quality, his life is forever changed, my love goes out to the coe family, everyone is pulling for you guys.

-Tyler
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Strange?
Submitted by savannah citizen on Tue, 2007-12-11 22:06.

I feel most saddened by the events that occurred on sunday night, however, I find it strange and very odd that this article seems to dwell over Mr. Doyle, who was not the driver who struck Coes. Infact, the man who actually collided with them is only mentioned twice.

Why would there be no explanation as to why Mr. Fogarty ran off the road and hit the Coe's? I am not doubting that it was accidental, yet it is odd that the newspaper does not give information on Mr. Fogarty himself or on how exactly his car managed to lose control.

Please, anyone, explain why does the police chief cite " one person driving too fast" ( refering to Mr. Doyle) as being the "spark". Why would there be no reference as to why Mr. Fogarty ran off the road. Was it Mr. Doyle's car that crashed the reason why Mr. Fogarty's car lost control? I do not believe so.

Again, my most heartfelt sympathy goes out to all of those involved in this tragic accident, may god bless them all.
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Strange?
Submitted by Dobergirl on Wed, 2007-12-12 01:41.

I, too, found it odd that the article seems to "blame" Mr. Doyle. It seems to me that Mr. Fogarty is the cause of injuries to this poor couple, and should be held accountable. Was he the one that was going too fast to stop? At age 87, how's his vision? How many accidents has he had in the past 10 years? What is his reaction time?
I certainly hope and pray that this couple recovers. They will need a lot of prayers and help in the next year while they recover from injuries. I hope their many friends will continue to pray for them and help them as they have helped others.
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