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Nichola Coe wanted one thing from Fred Plantadis: She needed him to tell her children and her husband she loved them.

Paramedics had not yet arrived, and the mother of three was holding his hand moments after she and her husband, Daniel Coe, had been struck Sunday night by a car on Truman Parkway.

Plantadis had pulled over to help.

He found her laying in the dirt between the center guardrails on the busy roadway.

"All she was saying was to tell her kids she loved them and that she loved her husband," said Plantadis, 28, of Savannah. "She was looking right in my eyes, and I was just trying to keep her calm and positive.

"She wouldn't let go of my hand."

The Coes had been walking along the guardrail toward the victim of an earlier accident on the eastside connector when a Saturn Vue, driven by Daniel Fogarty, 87, struck them head-on.

Both the coes were listed in critical condition Tuesday at Memorial University Medical Center, said Patrick Graham, who works with Daniel Coe at Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport.

Daniel Coe, assistant director of the airport, remained in a coma with a critical head injury. Nichola had improved slightly and was responsive to doctors, Graham said Tuesday.

Plantadis said he was driving his Nissan Xterra about four cars behind Fogarty, and after passing the first crash site, he suddenly saw a "cloud of dust and debris."

He said he slowed down. Upon hearing screams of help from Nichola Coe, he stopped and jumped over the guardrail to be with her.

"She was laying in the dirt, and she couldn't move," he said. "But she could speak to me."

Plantadis said he asked her questions - what her name was, the day of the week, what month it was. He said she answered all his questions, but she insisted he tell her children and her husband that she loved them and wanted to see them.

Fogarty's recollection

According to the preliminary accident report, Fogarty told police that "he was paying attention to a vehicle in front of him when he struck something that flew up in the air, and then struck a second object that flew in the air and finally collided" with the Ford Explorer, which the Coes had parked on the left side of the roadway.

Plantadis said the parked vehicle's emergency lights were flashing at the time.

The incident happened about 5:45 p.m., and it had not yet turned dark, he said.

"It was pretty heavy traffic. I would say we were going about 65 (mph) before we passed the first accident, and after that probably about 40 or 45," Plantadis said.

He added that the flow of traffic was forced to veer to the right to avoid the Acura involved in the first crash. He said a curve at that section of the road - near the Delesseps Avenue exit - complicated matters.

"Everybody was kind of going to the right, then coming back to the left," he said.

After paramedics rushed the Coes to Memorial, Plantadis said he spoke with Fogarty, who was visibly shaken and in a state of shock.

"He was holding his hand and had several cuts," Plantadis said. "He was bleeding and didn't really know where he was at. He's an older gentleman, and I know he was sad."

Fogarty was also taken to the hospital and, authorities said, was treated and released.

Relatives flocking in

In the days since the accident, siblings of Nichola, who originally is from England, have flown to Savannah from Europe, and Daniel Coe's family has arrived from Florida.

Donors have lined up by the dozens at the Savannah Community Blood Bank, and one friend has started a trust fund to defray long-term medical expenses.

"They're the type of people who would give you the shirt off their back," said Deanna Cossio, who started the fund at Darby Bank. "It's going to be a long haul for this family, and the last thing they need to worry about is the financial burden."

Cossio, whose daughter is a friend of one of the Coes' sons, said financial donations to the family can be made at any Darby Bank branch in Savannah.

Family, friends and colleagues also have crowded the Savannah Community Blood Bank to make donations.

"There's been a lot of support," said Mark McDonald of the Historic Savannah Foundation, where Nichola Coe works as chief financial officer. "The blood alliance has been completely flooded by donations, and they're making appointments now. But we still want to encourage people to call and make those appointments."

On Monday, 23 out of 28 potential donors were accepted, said licensed practical nurse Anita Daniel.

Plantadis said he and several friends as well plan to donate blood.

"I've been to the hospital several times to see how they're doing," he said. "I met with the children because I just wanted to let them know what she told me out there."



HOW TO HELP

To donate blood to help Nichola and Dan Coe, as well as many others, visit the blood bank located near the main entrance of Memorial University Medical Center, 4700 Waters Ave. The blood bank is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays and from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays.
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